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METAMORPHOSIS 
A cicada's amber casing clutching 
the folds of a locust's trunk 
carried menace for the child 
collecting and counting those awful shells 
split down their backs, claws and faces 
so close to life. He was ignorant then 
of what escaped. They seemed mummies 
returned to life waiting to clutch the living 
in some hidden place he never found, 
wished never to discover. He half hoped 
he'd surprise a cicada emerging, 
but knew he'd flee and never did. 
He was confined to collecting casings 
light as the wind and fragile 
in their transparently fearsome way. 
That he saw a cicada flying seems sure, 
but he never knew that what he saw 
was what he thought he feared. There came a year 
he believed for a time the cicada 
and the katydid were the same elusive bug, 
the sounds of their names so similar, 
their songs summer day, summer night. 
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